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Statewide Events 

 

Wisconsin DPI  Autism Trainings 
Statewide training opportunities to 
assist in ongoing staff development 
designed to improve educational 
outcomes for children with autism. 
Save the Dates for school year 
2017-18 trainings (locations TBD): 
 
Autism Essentials Across the 
School Day: October 10-11, 2017 
Teaching and Supporting New 
Behaviors: November 28-29, 2017 
Autism Essentials Across the 
School Day: February 7-8, 2018 
Addressing Autism in Early  
Childhood: February 20–21, 2018 
Teaching and Supporting New 
Behaviors: March 7-8, 2018 
Supporting Autistic Thinking Style 
June 19-20, 2018 
 
 
Project Search 
Project SEARCH is an exciting tran-
sition program to train adults with 
disabilities for employment. It is a 
unique, business-led program that 
takes place entirely in a host busi-
ness from September through early 
June. Total workplace immersion 
facilitates a seamless combination 
of classroom instruction, career 
exploration and relevant job skills. 
80% of our graduates have found 
community based employment.  
Project Search is offering informa-
tional meetings and tours on nu-
merous dates and locations.   
 
 

 

College and Career Ready IEPs (CCR IEP) 

By Wendy Overturf 
 
Parents are critical and integral pieces of the IEP process.  Recently, in Wisconsin, many 

school districts have begun using “new” IEP forms as well as a somewhat different pro-

cess at IEP meetings.  The goal of the new forms and process is to improve outcomes for 

students with IEPs.  Over the course of the next few monthly newsletters, some of these 

changes will be the highlighted to provide parents with the information they need to be 

an equal participant at IEP meetings. These new forms and processes are referred to as 

College and Career Ready Individualized Education Program (CCR IEP). 

 

As stated in College and Career Ready Individualized  Education Program (CCR IEP)  

Improving Outcomes for Students 3 through 21 Overview Guide: 

Wisconsin has been a national leader in education because our values include the 
importance of a high-quality public education. Our vision is that ALL students,  
including those with IEPs, will graduate prepared for college and a career. But what 
do IEP teams need to know to prepare students at each and every grade level who 
are receiving special education services for college and a career? We know that true  
college and career readiness is about much more than academics. Our graduates 
must also have the knowledge, skills, and habits that will allow them to succeed in life 
after high school. Students with IEPs require both the academic and functional profi-
ciencies needed to demonstrate independence, self-determination, critical thinking, 
collaboration, leadership, creativity, responsibility, and persistence.  
 

The foundation of the CCR IEP is based on Five Beliefs.  These beliefs are discussed and 

incorporated through the IEP planning process. 
 

High Expectations: IEP teams know how high expectations influence academic             
achievement and post-secondary independence and explore a shared vision of high  
 expectations for college, career and community readiness. 
 

Culturally Responsive Practices: IEP teams know and respect the unique identity of the 
student and explore programs, practices, procedures, and policies that meet the diversity 
of the student’s abilities, race, gender, language, and culture. 
 

Student Relationships:  IEP teams know the value of relationships that are necessary for 
learning and explore strategies that will build relationships between the student, peers, 
and adults. 
 

Family and Community Engagement:  IEP teams know how new ways of re-thinking fam-
ily and community engagement can improve student outcomes and explore how the 
school can support the families’ hopes, perspectives, culture, insights, and concerns for 
their child. 
 

Collective Responsibility: IEP team members know the power of working together and 
explore how each and every member can support the student in accessing grade-level 
universal instruction to achieve academic standards and functional expectations. 
 

*Next month this section of the Family Engagement Newsletter will start to focus on the 
CCR IEP Five Step Process. 
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http://www.easterseals.com/wi-se/our-programs/employment-training/project-search.html
http://www.easterseals.com/wi-se/shared-components/document-library/workforce/project-search/projectsearch-tours.pdf
http://www.easterseals.com/wi-se/shared-components/document-library/workforce/project-search/projectsearch-tours.pdf
http://www.easterseals.com/wi-se/shared-components/document-library/workforce/project-search/projectsearch-tours.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/ccr-iep-overview-guide.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/ccr-iep-overview-guide.pdf


Statewide Events 

Parents in Partnership (PIP) 
This is a no cost event. PIP is a leadership 
development opportunity for parents of 
children with disabilities ages 6-14.   
Parents and other caregivers meet five 
times during the year to share their family 
stories, challenges, joys, and triumphs of 
raising their children.  PIP assists parents 
to: learn about valuable community and 
statewide resources, plan ahead for their 
child and family, enjoy time with other 
parents, learn more within the topics of; 
health care, education, policy making, 
inclusion and self-determination.   
Training locations, start dates & links 
 
Wisconsin Self-Determination  
Conference 
Conference goal is to empower people 
with disabilities in WI to have more  
control over their lives. More than 600 
people each year participate to learn 
more about self-determination and SDS so 
they can live independently, be members 
of their communities, and use public 
funds efficiently. Participants include 
people with disabilities and their family 
members, direct care providers, and  
professionals from Wisconsin’s disability 
community. 
Date: November 1, 2, & 3, 2017 
Location: Kalahari Convention Center,  
WI Dells 
 
Keys to Success Conference 
Focus on improving outcomes by provid-
ing resources and information for parents, 
caregivers, educators & service providers 
of children with special needs, ages 3-21. 
Date: November 4, 2018 
Location: Elk Mound, WI 
 
Children Come First Conference 
For those caring for, working with, or 
concerned with the well-being of children 
and young adults with social, emotional, 
and behavioral challenges. Some scholar-
ship funding will be available for parents/
primary caregivers who would otherwise 
be unable to attend.  
Date: November 13 & 14, 2017 
Location: Glacier Canyon Lodge, WI Dells 
 
Defeating Habit Behaviors and Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder 
Date: December 7, 2017 
Location: Aurora Wellness Center, Bur-
lington WI 
 
Transition Conference 2018 
Save the date! 
Date: February 5 & 6, 2018 
Location: Kalahari, WI Dells 

At Home Learning Strategies 
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The theme for October at Day by Day NY is Numbers! There’s a great 
reading list for you to tackle the whole month long.  
 

Play this fun Halloween themed seek and spell game from Laura Candler – and try  
to discover the mystery phrase!  
 
October is Learning Disabilities Awareness Month. Check out this reading list which  
highlights that different children have different learning styles. Or, check out authors 
who have a learning disability, alternative book formats, and 
more suggestions from Reading Rockets.  

Stretch your child’s creativity with these 20 Halloween writing 
prompts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many students may be celebrating El Día de los Muertos or the Day of the Dead at  
the end of October. This is a time of joy and remembrance of loved ones who have 
passed away. This holiday also coincides with the migration of monarch butterflies. 
Learn about some of the traditions of this holiday with this great reading list from  
Colorín Colorado.  
 

 

PBS Parents made a list of strategies and suggestions to help 
children who are experiencing problems with mathematics.  
Playing games is on the list - Check out the games below.  
 

 

Young children can practice counting by making a Marshmallow Ghost  
and counting the marshmallows!  
 
Check out Pumpkin Seed Multiplication! This tool is meant for  
educators, but families can use it at home to practice multiplication  
skills. (and have a tasty treat at the end!) 

 
Who knew there were so many ways to use pumpkins 
for math? Check out this “Pumpkin Predictions” work-
sheet and practice measurement skills with your child. 
Or, have your child take a guess as to whether a pump-
kin will sink or float in water. Check out this video of 
students guessing with their teacher!                        

 

http://wspei.org/families/pip.php
http://wspei.org/training/
http://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/wisconsin-self-determination-conference/
http://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/wisconsin-self-determination-conference/
http://calendar.wspei.org/eventdetails.php?id=643
http://www.ccfconference.org/register
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/defeating-habit-behaviors-and-obsessive-compulsive-disorder-tickets-38594839203
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/defeating-habit-behaviors-and-obsessive-compulsive-disorder-tickets-38594839203
http://calendar.wspei.org/eventdetails.php?id=592
http://daybydayny.org/october-monthly-activities/
http://www.lauracandler.com/filecabinet/seasonal/Seek&SpellHalloweenFreebie.pdf
http://www.readingrockets.org/booklists/different-styles-different-children
http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/ld
http://minds-in-bloom.com/20-halloween-writing-prompts/
http://minds-in-bloom.com/20-halloween-writing-prompts/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/booklist/celebrating-day-dead
http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/learning-disabilities/types/mathematics/math-strategies/
https://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2010/10/marshmallow-ghost.html
http://www.lauracandler.com/filecabinet/seasonal/PumpkinSeedMultiplication.pdf
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-JL6bp-z0E5o/VEAsgBzEkTI/AAAAAAAAGro/2b4IO0QPZko/s1600/pumpkinchart.png
https://youtu.be/aw7lJsd30V0


 Online Resources: Learning Disabilities 

Center for Parent Information and Resources (CPIR) 
This website has a variety links to resources related to learning disabilities.  
 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
This website provides guidance for implementing Wisconsin Criteria for Specific  
Learning Disabilities and links to related LD information. 
 

Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDA) 
Since 1963, LDA has provided support to people with learning disabilities, their par-
ents, teachers and other professionals with cutting edge information, practical  
solutions, and a comprehensive network of resources.  
 

Understood 
Information to help parents of children, ages 3–20, who are struggling with learning 
and attention issues, empowering parents to understand their children’s issues and 
relate to their experiences. A parent-friendly website with links to information on 
learning difficulties.  Archived webinars are also available.  
 

AdLit 
A national multimedia project offering information and resources to the parents and 
educators of struggling adolescent readers and writers. AdLit.org offers lots of articles 
that provide research-based and best-practice information for educators, parents, and 
others interested in helping young people become better readers and writers. 
 

Get Ready to Read! 
Designed to support educators, parents, and young children in the development of 
early literacy skills in the years before kindergarten. Intended for use with all children, 
the resources and information provided on this site promote skill-building, communi-
cation between adults, and ways to address concerns.  

  

Children of the Code Project 
The project mission is to help educators, parents, those who care for children develop 
a deeper first-person understanding of the challenges involved in learning to read.  

• television, DVD and Web documentary series  

• college, university, and professional development DVD series 

• cross-indexed website/database of videos/transcripts of interviews with the 
world's leading experts in fields related to reading  

• variety of professional development events for educators 

• A series of presentations for parents, policy makers, and the general public 
 
The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) 

The purpose of IDA is to pursue and provide the most comprehensive range of infor-
mation and services that address the full scope of dyslexia and related difficulties in 
learning to read and write. IDA website links to research, interventions, & newsletter.   
 

The Wisconsin Reading Coalition 
Parents, educators, advocacy organizations, health professionals, and business leaders 
committed to bringing scientifically-based reading instruction and intervention to all 
Wisconsin students. Website has link to research, videos, and interventions. 
  

The National Center for Learning Disabilities 

The mission of The National Center for Learning Disabilities is to improve the lives of 
all people with learning difficulties and disabilities by empowering parents, enabling 
young adults, transforming schools, and creating policy and advocacy impact. The 
website has information on learning disabilities, resources, and newsletter  link.  
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http://www.parentcenterhub.org/ld/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/specific-learning-disabilities
https://ldaamerica.org/
https://www.understood.org/en
http://www.adlit.org
http://www.getreadytoread.org/
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/Tour/index.htm
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/DVDrelease.htm
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/workshops/index.htm
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/workshops/index.htm
https://dyslexiaida.org/
http://www.wisconsinreadingcoalition.org/home
https://www.ncld.org/


Webinar title links to information & 
registration for FREE WI FACETS 
workshops & webinars:   
By phone,  Sandra: 877-374-0511  

All webinars 12:00—1:00 PM 

(unless otherwise noted)    

 
Self-Advocacy Workshop:  
Self Advocacy Spotlight 
Date: October 17, 2017 6-8 pm 
Location: WI FACETS 

 
Technology and Early Literacy 
Date: October 19, 2017 
Presenter: Mildred Starks, WI FACETS 
 
Resolviendo Desacuerdos en la Edu-
cación Especial (WSEMS) 
Date: October 26, 2017 
Presenter: Nelsinia Ramos, WI FACETS 

 

Utilizing Dual Enrollment  
Opportunities to Increase College 
Readiness Skills for Youth with IEP's 
Date: November 1, 2017 
Presenter: Brian Kenney, Transition 
Improvement Grant 

  
Physical Education Services for  
Students in Special Education 
Date: November 8, 2017 
 
Transicion del Programa de  
Nacimiento a 3 a la Escuela 
Date: November 9, 2017 
Presenter: Nelsinia Ramos, WI FACETS 

 
WSEMS: Facilitated IEPs 
Date: November 13, 2017 
Presenters: Nissan Bar-Lev , CESA 7 
and Courtney Salzer, WI FACETS 
 
Visual Resumes 
Date: November 15, 2017 
Presenter: Nancy Farnon-Molfenter, 
DPI & Brenda Swoboda, CESA 4 
 

*********************** 

Latino Autism Support Group 
Contact: Nelsinia Ramos, WI FACETS  
(414) 374-4645 
 

Grupo de Autismo: Mejorando la 
Comunicación con la Escuela 
Date:  October 28, 2017  
 

Grupo de Autismo: Intervenciones y 
Apoyos Conductuales Positivos 
Date: November 18, 2017 
 

Instructional Trends         
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WI FACETS 

Wisconsin’s Framework for Equitable Multi-Level Systems of Supports  
 

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, in collaboration with the Wisconsin RtI  
Center, has recently published a new guidance document called “Wisconsin’s Framework  
for Equitable Multi-Level Systems of Supports.” Rather than focusing on the terms “RtI”  
and “PBIS,” which have a more narrow focus, the concept of an equitable multi-level  
system of supports conveys the vision of a truly integrated system that addresses  
behavior, social, emotional and academic supports and is inclusive of the entire student  
and educator community. 
 

The graphic representing the multi-level system of supports has been updated to represent  
the key features of an equitable MLSS, highlighting equity as the center of the  
framework. While some of the elements of the old graphic remain, there are changes  
and additions. The key features are: 

 

 

• Equity 

• High quality instruction 

• Strategic use of data 

• Collaboration 

• A continuum of supports 

• Systemic Implementation 

• Strong shared leadership 

• Positive culture 

• Evidence-based practices 

 

 

 

Each of these features impacts all other features, so it is essential that all are developed  

to their full potential to ensure the success of the framework.   
 

If you haven’t had a chance to check out this new document, please take the time to go 

through and learn more in depth about all the key features by downloading the PDF.   

Research to Read 
  

Comprehensive Cognitive Assessments are not Necessary for the  
Identification and Treatment of Learning Disabilities 
Jack M. Fletcher, Jeremy Miciak; Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, Volume 32, Issue 1, 1 Feb 2017, Pages 2–7,  

Article link   

ABSTRACT: 

There is considerable controversy about the necessity of cognitive assessment as part of  

an evaluation for learning and attention problems. The controversy should be adjudicated 

through an evaluation of empirical research. We review five sources of evidence commonly  

provided as support for cognitive assessment as part of the learning disability (LD)  

identification process, highlighting significant gaps in empirical research and where existing  

evidence is insufficient to establish the reliability and validity of cognitive assessments used  

in this way. We conclude that current evidence does not justify routine cognitive assessment  

for LD identification. As an alternative, we offer an instructional conceptualization of LD: a  

hybrid model that directly Informs intervention and is based on documenting low academic  

achievement, inadequate response to intensive interventions, and a consideration of   

exclusionary factors. 

http://www.wifacets.org/events
http://www.wifacets.org/events
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/self-advocacy-workshop-self-advocacy-spotlight
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/self-advocacy-workshop-self-advocacy-spotlight
http://wifacets.org/events/event/technology-and-early-literacy
http://wifacets.org/events/event/resolviendo-desacuerdos-en-la-educacion-especial-wsems
http://wifacets.org/events/event/resolviendo-desacuerdos-en-la-educacion-especial-wsems
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/utilizing-dual-enrollment-opportunities-increase-college-readiness-skills-youth-ieps
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/utilizing-dual-enrollment-opportunities-increase-college-readiness-skills-youth-ieps
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/utilizing-dual-enrollment-opportunities-increase-college-readiness-skills-youth-ieps
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/physical-education-services-students-special-education
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/physical-education-services-students-special-education
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/transicion-del-programa-de-nacimiento-3-la-escuela
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/transicion-del-programa-de-nacimiento-3-la-escuela
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/wsems-facilitated-ieps-1
http://www.wifacets.org/events/event/visual-resumes
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/rti/pdf/rti-emlss-framework.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/arclin/acw103


Upcoming newsletter topics:  November: Emotional Behavioral Disabilities   

    December: Communication     

 
To submit contributions, you may use either the attached word document for contributing     

articles, events, or resources. Send submissions to woverturf@wifacets.org.  If unable to access 

form, send  you may send information in an email. 

 

Material appropriate for the monthly newsletter include web links to sources of family involve-

ment/parent leadership resources, advertisements for statewide trainings for parents, youth or 

parent/educator audiences, information about statewide parent agencies, recent research     

pertaining to family engagement, and family engagement success articles.   

Contributions to the Newsletter This monthly update is provided by 

the Wisconsin Family Assistance 

Center for Education, Training & 

Support (WI FACETS) to share 

statewide information regarding 

parent leadership and family in-

volvement. If you would like to 

receive this monthly update or if 

you would like to have your name 

removed from the distribution list, 

please click here or contact:   

Wendy Overturf at  

woverturf@wifacets.org. 
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permission to reprint this publication is not necessary, the citation should be: 

State Personnel Development Grant (2015).  Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Madison, WI, Wisconsin Family Assistance 
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mailto:woverturf@wifacets.org
http:www.servingongroups.org/newsletter-signup
mailto:woverturf@wifacets.org?subject=Newsletter%20Sign%20Up

