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Difficulties 
 
By Wendy Overturf 
 

Many parents are relieved when their child comes home from school and has no 
homework.  This is especially true for parents who have a child with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) or Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). Even the “process” of 
homework isn’t easy for these children. They must copy assignments, bring home the 
right books, and keep track of due dates. These are all difficult tasks for children with poor 
focus, attention, or memory.  Even if the child can accomplish these tasks, there is still the 
issue of completing the homework and turning it in. 
 

If the child with ADHD/ADD has a 504 plan or has been found to eligible for special 
education through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), there are 
accommodations and modifications that can be considered that may reduce homework 
frustrations. The list below is not exhaustive, but rather some ideas that have been 
successful for many children. 
 

• Make sure your child has the assignment written so that you (parent) understand 
what needs to be done.  The child should be encouraged to write it, however, have 
the teacher check and initial for accuracy.  For assignments that require multiple 
steps, request those steps or the rubric for the assignment be in writing from the 
teacher. 

• Often the student doesn’t “remember” to have necessary textbooks at home.  Either 
establish a check-out system with the teacher, or request a duplicate copy of books 
to be kept at home. 

• Teachers often do not realize when they give 30 minutes of homework that it may 
take a child with ADHD/ADD considerably longer.  This is especially true at the end of 
the school day, when the child may be fatiguing. Discuss this with the child’s team.  A 
typical accommodation is to lessen the amount, while keeping the integrity of the 
learning practice.  If the assignment requires a lot of writing, sometimes parents can 
act as a scribe while the child dictates responses. 

• Seeing a lot of work on a page (as in a math worksheet) can often be overwhelming.  
Sometimes, it helps to cut it in half or cut into strips.   

• Make sure that there is a prearranged system for the child to turn in the work.  This 
might include a special homework folder.  However, sometimes even with this 
system, a child with ADHD/ADD forgets to turn it in.  In these cases, a “check-in” 
system in the morning before classes may be beneficial. 

• Perhaps one of the most critical things that parents can do is to make sure that there 

is a communication plan in place with the school.  This way, parents will be informed 

if homework is not being completed or being turned in.  This can save a lot of 

frustration at the end of the grading period for both the child and the parents. Having 

a good communication plan will also serve as a measure to determine if the current 

homework accommodations are working or if there need to be changes. 

*Check our online resources on page 3 for more websites that will have “homework help.” 
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Upcoming  
Statewide Events 

 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 2017 
Sponsored by IndependenceFirst &  
WI FACETS 
Who: For high school students with 
disabilities who are interested in 
becoming leaders and advocates for 
themselves and others with disabilities. 
What: A FREE summit all about 
leadership, advocacy, college, careers, 
and healthy relationships.  Meet other 
teens and learn how to plan for your 
future. 5-day summit, 10-4 daily. 
Application must be accepted.  
Dates: July 10-14, 2017,  
Location: Mequon Nature Preserve 
Information and Application, contact: 
mzellmer@wifacets.org  
Or 414-374-4645, ext. 203  
 
Wisconsin Summer Inclusion Institute 
Offering a variety of information on Best 
Practices in Inclusion, this Institute is co-
sponsored by the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction and the Inclusion 
Institute, Inc.  
Date: July 24-26, 2017 
Location: Wausau, WI 
Information and Registration Link 

Endless Possibilities Conference 
Theme: “Challenging Behaviors” Keynote 
is Nelba Marquez-Green, Founder/ED, 
The Ana Grace Project, and mother of a 
Ana Grace (her six year-old daughter and 
a 2012 Sandy Hook School shooting 
victim). Conference is $30. Graduate 
credits and CEUs available. Designed for 
parents, school professionals, and others 
to gain information about challenging 
behaviors related to mental health, 
education, and family supports. Lodging 
block available for 8/2 at Super 8 or 
Baymont, Whitewater (until 7/2). 
Date: August 3, 2017 8:30-3:30 
Location: UW-Whitewater, WI 
Information and Registration Link 
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https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504faq.html
http://idea.ed.gov/
mailto:mzellmer@wifacets.org
https://beloinandbrandl.com/
http://www.uww.edu/ce/workshops/professional-development/endlesspossibilities
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Upcoming 
Statewide Events 

  

Wisconsin DPI 2-Day Autism Trainings 
Statewide training opportunities will again 
be available to assist in ongoing staff 
development designed to improve 
educational outcomes for children with 
autism. The following dates have been 
reserved for school year 2017-18 trainings 
(locations to be determined): 
 
Autism Essentials Across the School Day: 

October 10-11, 2017 

Teaching and Supporting New Behaviors: 

November 28-29, 2017 

Autism Essentials Across the School Day: 

February 7-8, 2018 

Addressing Autism in Early Childhood: 

February 20–21, 2018 

Teaching and Supporting New Behaviors: 

March 7-8, 2018 

Supporting Autistic Thinking Style 

June 19-20, 2018 

 

Youth in Partnership with Parents for 
Empowerment (YiPPE) 
YiPPE is an opportunity for youth with 
disabilities and their parents to learn 
about the transition process in a unique 
way.  Youth and parents will hear from 
speakers and take part in hands-on 
activities in parallel programs over five 
weekends.  The program assists youth 
ages 15-20, to: make decisions for 
themselves, increase independence, get 
involved in their school and community, 
make friends and have fun, become self-
advocates, learn what the future could 
hold for them as they think about living  
on their own, college, work and health.   
YiPPE assists parents to plan for their 
youth’s future by: enhancing their 
leadership, communication and social 
skills, providing information in the areas  
of health, employment, education, 
inclusion, legislation and adult services, 
connecting them to national, state, and 
local resources that will help their youth 
make a smoother transition.  
Training locations, start dates & links: 
Green Bay: Begins Oct. 20 & 21, 2017 
WI Dells: Begins Oct. 6 & 7, 2017 
Green Bay & WI Dells Information Link 
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Get Ready for Summer Learning 
 

You can spend your summer getting your child ready to 
read and ready to attend school. Check out these tips for 
activities, suggested reading, and skills to practice from 
GetSet4K.  
 

Check out the games and print-and-practice activities 
from the Literacy Center Education Network. Help your child identify letters, numbers, 
shapes and colors, and practice their writing as well. Available in English, Spanish, 
German and French. 
 

The theme of the month is food over at Day by Day NY – 
check out the great songs e-books, and reading 
suggestions this month!  

 

Work on four math concepts this summer with fun games! Use these 
games from Motion Math to work on addition, place value, 
multiplication, and estimation!  
 

Not sure how to make math a part of your summer? PBS has some great summer math 
tips for families. The Measured Mom has lots of math activities, organized by concept.  

Check out this calendar from a previous June from DreamBox Learning. The theme is 
“Turn-off-the-TV Math Month!”  

 

Keep Your Kids Learning This Summer                                                               
Games, art, videos, outdoor activities and healthy 
recipes from Kids.gov 

25 Activities to Keep Kids Brains Active in Summer                                                  
A list of activities for parents to share and enjoy with their children. These fun activities 
cover all subjects and grades—there is something for everyone! 

Creative Summer Learning Ideas                                                                                   
Keep kids learning during vacation with these great activities, from road-trip bingo to 
ice cube experiments and much more. 
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http://wspei.org/families/yippe.php
https://www.cmlibrary.org/sites/default/files/documents/getset4k/june.pdf
http://www.literacycenter.net/
http://daybydayny.org/june-monthly-activities/
http://motionmathgames.com/summer-fun-with-four-math-concepts/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/math/math-tips-for-parents/summer-math/
http://www.themeasuredmom.com/math/
http://www.dreambox.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/June_DreamBox-Math_activity_calendar_rev.pdf
https://kids.usa.gov/parents/art-and-music/summer-activities/index.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev073.shtml
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/creative-summer-learning-ideas/
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Online Resources:             

ADD/ADHD 
 

 
 
Center for Parent Information and Resources (CPIR) 
The link below connects to a webpage that provides brief, but detailed fact sheets 
on ADHD.  The fact sheet gives information about ADHD, describes its characteris-
tics, offers tips for parents and teachers, and provides links to related information 
and organizations with special expertise as it relates to ADHD. CPIR website 
 

Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 
(CHADD) 
CHADD is a national non-profit organization providing education, advocacy and 
support for individuals with ADHD. In addition to the informative website, CHADD 
also publishes a variety of printed materials to keep members and professionals 
current on research advances, medications, and treatments affecting individuals 
with ADHD.CHADD website 
 

Understood 
The goal of Understood is to empower parents to understand their children’s  
learning and attention issues and relate to their experiences. With this knowledge,  
parents can make more effective choices for their children.  One can also subscribe 
to a weekly newsletter pertaining to learning and attention topics. 
Understood website 
 

ADDitude Magazine 
Practical information about raising children with ADHD, including behavior and dis-
cipline strategies, help making and keeping friends and organizing for success. 
There are a multitude of education and learning resources to help students (and 
the teachers who work with them) succeed at school.  While the website also  
includes the option of a paid subscription to the magazine, the majority of the  
articles are free and accessible.  ADDitude Magazine website 
 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) 
Information on how a child with ADHD may qualify for special education services 
under “Other Health Impaired” (OHI).  It also includes links to several online  
resources related to identifying and programming for students with ADHD.  
DPI website 
 

WebMD 
Many resources pertaining to the diagnosis and treatment of ADHD. The website 
also includes overviews of some of the more common medications that are used in 
the treatment of ADHD.WebMD website 
 
Office of Civil Rights (OCR) Resource Guide on Students with ADHD and  
Section 504 
The U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR)  issued guidance 
clarifying the obligation of schools to provide students with attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) with equal educational opportunity under 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Resource Guide website  

 

 

Wisconsin Family Assistance Center for 
Education, Training and Support, Inc.  
(WI FACETS)  
 
WI FACETS is the Office of Special Educa-
tion Program (OSEP) funded Parent Train-
ing & Information Center for Wisconsin.  
They were founded in June 1995 by a 
small group of parents who wanted to 
help other parents navigate the complex 
special education system.  Twenty-two 
years later, WI FACETS is still: 
  

 Helping parents build partnerships 
with those who provide services to 
their children 

 Connecting families to community 
resources 

 Educating parents on their rights and 
how to use those rights to become 
involved in their child’s education 

 Providing information & resources to 
educators and other professionals 
who support children with disabilities 

  
WI FACETS serves children with disabilities 
aged 0-26 and their families throughout 
the state of Wisconsin. All disabilities are 
served. 
 
In 2017, WI FACETS is offering approxi-
mately 100 workshops on a variety of disa-
bility and special education related topics.  
Some of these trainings are also offered in 
Spanish. Current training events are al-
ways included in this monthly newsletter 
and can also be accessed at 
www.wifacets.org. The website also has 
archived trainings as well as a wealth of 
information related to children with disa-
bilities.   
 
WI FACETS also maintains a statewide help 
desk for families and educators who may 
have questions or be looking for re-
sources.  The help desk can be reached 
Monday—Thursday 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
and Friday 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM by calling 1
-877-374-0511.  All WI FACETS services are 
offered free of charge. 

http://www.parentcenterhub.org/repository/adhd/
http://www.chadd.org/
https://www.understood.org/en
http://www.additudemag.com/
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/other-health-impairment
http://www.webmd.com/add-adhd/medical-reference-index
http://www.ed.gov/ocr
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504faq.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201607-504-adhd.pdf
http://www.wifacets.org/


The CCR-IEP Discussion Tool 
 

CCR-IEPs might be a new special education acronym for you – it stands for “College and Career 
Ready Individualized Education Program.”  If you haven’t heard of this term before, it refers to 
an IEP designed to help the child graduate prepared for higher education and/or the workforce. 
This means more than just academics, and also includes developing the “knowledge, skills, and 
habits that will allow them to succeed in life after high school.”  
 
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction developed a discussion tool to assist everyone 
on the IEP team, including parents and students, to develop an IEP that reaches these goals 
through encouraging productive conversations. 
 
This tool walks participants through the 5 core beliefs related to CCR-IEPS: collective 
responsibility, high expectations, family engagement, student relationships and culturally 
responsive practices.  
 
The tool also explores the five steps of CCR-IEP development: understanding achievement, 
identifying how the student’s disability affects performance, developing goals, aligning 
instruction, supports, services and accommodations to support the student, and analyzing the 
student’s progress and making adjustments based on the student’s needs. It helps the IEP team 
understand the new IEP linking form. Finally, it leads the team through a discussion about the 
student’s literacy skills because Reading Drives Achievement!  
 
Even if your school isn’t using the new IEP forms, this discussion guide can help lead your team 
to have great conversations about how best to prepare your student to be college and career 
ready by the time he or she graduates.  

Research to Read        
 

Teachers' Knowledge of Special Education Laws: What Do They Know? 
O'Connor, Evelyn A., Anastasia E. Yasik, & Sherri L. Horner. Insights on Learning Disabilities 13.1 (2016): 7-18. 

Article Link 
Abstract: In the United States increasingly more children are being identified as needing special 
services. Teachers are usually the first to identify children in need of such services and refer 
those children for evaluation. Due to the fact that more of these children are being included in 
the regular classroom environment, it is imperative for teachers to understand all aspects of 
special education laws (i.e., IDEIA and Section 504) to be effective advocates for children. A 24-
item survey was administered to kindergarten through eighth grade teachers to determine their 
familiarity, knowledge, and level of training regarding the provisions specified under IDEIA and 
Section 504. The results of this mixed methods study indicate that teachers are lacking some 
essential information regarding IDEIA, and have limited knowledge of provisions covered by 
Section 504. 
 

Academic Testing Accommodations for ADHD: Do They Help? 
Pritchard, Alison Esposito, et al. Learning disabilities (Pittsburgh, Pa.) 21.2 (2016): 67. 

Article Link 
Abstract: This study investigated the effectiveness of five commonly administered academic 
testing accommodations on reading and math performance in children with attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). A total of 96 parents of 3rd–8th grade students with ADHD 
participated. More than half of the sample also had parent-reported learning difficulties in 
reading and/or math. Individually administered cognitive and achievement test scores, types of 
testing accommodations received, and Maryland School Assessment (MSA) reading and math 
scores were obtained from these students’ school records. Taking into account grade level and 
co-occurring learning difficulties, none of the five accommodations investigated were associated 
with better MSA scores among students with ADHD who received the accommodations versus 
comparable students who did not. Additionally, individual variation in processing speed 
performance did not moderate the association between receipt of accommodations and reading 
or math performance. Common testing accommodations, as presently administered, may offer 
little benefit for students with ADHD, regardless of co-occurring learning difficulties. 
 

 

 
 

Information & registration for FREE WI 
FACETS workshops & webinars:   
www.wifacets.org/events  
By phone,  Sandra: 877-374-0511  
Via email: smcfarland@wifacets.org  
All webinars 12:00—1:00 PM 
(unless otherwise noted)    

 
Introduccion a la Educacion Especial 
(telephone workshop) 
Date: June 22, 2017 
Presenter: Martha Lechuga, WI FACETS  
 
Programa de Educacion Individualizado 
(IEP) Parte I 
Date: July 6, 2017 
Presenter: Martha Lechuga, WI FACETS  
 

Programa de Educacion Individualizado 
(IEP) Parte II 
Date: July 27, 2017 
Presenter: Martha Lechuga, WI FACETS 
 
Skills for Effective Parent Advocacy 
Date: August 15, 2017 
Presenter: Bonnie Vander Meulen, WI 
FACETS 

 
College and Career Ready IEPs 
Date: August 16, 2017 
Presenter: Paula Volpiansky, DPI 
 
Family-School Partnerships: Info for 
Parents 
Date: August 22, 2017 
Presenter: Vicki Davis Davila, WI FACETS 
 
Universal Design for Learning 
Date: August 23, 2017 
Presenter: Jayne Bischoff, DPI 
 
DPI Literacy Resources for Parents 
Date:  August 30, 2017 
Presenter: Kay Guberud, DPI 
 

 

 

 

Latino Autism Support Group 
 

Grupo de Autismo: Crear Oportunidades 
para Facilitar la Comunicacion 
Date:  June 24, 2017 
 

Location: WI FACETS,  
600 W. Virginia St. Suite 501, Milwaukee 

Contact: Martha Lechuga  
414) 374-4645, ext 224 
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http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1103671.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5424262/
http://www.wifacets.org/events
mailto:smcfarland@wifacets.org


Upcoming newsletter topics:  

July: Speech & Language August: Other Health Impairment  August: Assistive Technology 

 

We want your family engagement success stories!  
 
 

To submit contributions, you may use either the attached word document for contributing articles, events, or resources. Send 
submissions to woverturf@wifacets.org.  If unable to access form, send  you may send information in an email. 

 

Deadline for submitting contributions to each month’s issue is by the 1st of each month. For time sensitive training advertisements, 
the information should be sent a minimum of two weeks prior to the event date; ideally a month ahead of time.  Material 
appropriate for the monthly newsletter include web links to sources of family involvement/parent leadership resources, 
advertisements for statewide trainings for parents, youth or parent/educator audiences, information about statewide parent 
agencies, recent research pertaining to family engagement, and family engagement success articles.  Family engagement success 
or impact stories can be written at an individual or family level, classroom level, school building level, district level, county level, 
CESA level, etc. Your submittal may not be in the final copy of the upcoming month’s newsletter if it was in a previous month’s 
email, the event date has passed, the web link doesn’t work, or there is already an article in place.  Articles and resources will be 

saved to be used for later newsletters.  We reserve the right to edit contributions as needed. 
 

Contribut ions to the Newsletter  

 

This document was produced under U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs Grant 
No. H323A070022-11.  The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the positions or polices of the 
Department of Education.  No official endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any product, com-
modity, service or enterprise mentioned in this publication is intended or should be inferred.  This product is 
public domain.  Authorization to reproduce it in whole or in part is granted.  While permission to reprint this 
publication is not necessary, the citation should be: 

State Personnel Development Grant (2015).  Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Madison, WI, Wisconsin Family Assistance 

Center for Education, Training, and Support, Inc. 

 

This monthly update is provided by the Wisconsin Family Assistance Center for Education, Training & Support (WI FACETS) 

to share statewide information regarding parent leadership and family involvement.  

 
DISCLAIMER: Inclusion of information in this newsletter does not constitute an endorsement by Wisconsin Family Assistance 
Center for Education, Training, and Support (WI FACETS), the Department of Public Instruction, the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
 

NOTE: If you would like to receive this monthly update or if you would like to have your name removed from the distribution 
list, please go to http://www.servingongroups.org/newsletter-signup 
or contact:  Wendy Overturf at woverturf@wifacets.org. 

 

mailto:woverturf@wifacets.org
http://www.servingongroups.org/newsletter-signup
mailto:woverturf@wifacets.org?subject=Newsletter%20Sign%20Up

